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The Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


Marr. xii. 31, 32. 

Wherefore I ſay unto you, All manner of fin 
and blaſphemy ſhall be forgroen unto men ; 
but the blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhall nat be forgiven unto men: And who- 
Joever ſpeaketh a word againſt the Son of 
Man, it fhall be forgiven ; but whoſoever 
2 againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it fhall 
not be forgiven him; neither in this world, 
nor in my which is o come. 

Concerning the fin ſpoken of in my text 

there have been great ſearchings of heart. 

Many have been greatly exerciſed in their 

minds with the moſt fearful apprehenſion 

of having committed the unpardonable ſin. 

What can be ſaid to ſuch tried and tempt- 
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of our ſouls in love, 


from gedly ſorrow, and the K 


3 a BY 
ed ſouls? Some perhaps may ſay, Let 
them alone; it will do them good; the 


Lord knows beſt when, and how to deliver 


them ; leave them in his hands, he will 
take care of them. All this is true : Cer- 
tainly the Lord knows beſt when, and how - 
to deliver the godly out of temptation ; nei- 
ther will he ſuffer them ta be tempted 
above that which'they are able to bear ; for, 


like as a father pitieth his children, ſo the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him. But, I 
would aſk, Does this exclude the means of 
grace? Does this diſſolve the bonds of 
mutual ſympathy ? Does this ſuperſede 


ſuch exhortations as theſe; To bear each | 
other's burden; to comfort the feeble- 


minded ? As each member in the body has 


its. proper office, and performs its proper 
function, ſo it is in the churdti of Chriſt ; 
different offices, and djverfity of gifts, all 
intended for general good; the edification 
Judd the eſtabliſhment 
of our hearts in Frage. The: tears flowing 

as ariſing 
from a wounded conſcience, Ai for the 
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25 ED 
wine and oil of goſpel conſolation, and for 
the kind inſtruction of ſome faithful friend,” 


whom the Lord has made wiſe unto ſalva- 


tion, and to whom he has given the tongue 
of the learned, that he may know how to 


ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to him who is 
weary. *©** Comfort ye, comfort ye, my 
“people, is a commandment given, not 


only to the prophets of old, but to the mi- 


niſters of Chriſt in all ages; and, bleſſ- 
ed be God, he who gave the command- 
ment, gives alſo the diſpoſition to obſerve 
it, and an earneſt deſire of ſoul to ſeek the 
welfare, peace, and proſperity of Zion. 


In onde to en loch 9 con · 


ſciences as are fearful leſt they might have 
committed the unpardonable fin, ſome have 


ſaid, That it is impoſſible for any one in the 
preſent day to be guilty of this ſin. To 


this I can by no means agree; neverthe- 
leſs, I am fully ſatisfied that thoſe whoſe 
hearts the Lord has made tender, who pray 
to be kept from that and all other fins, who 
watch over themſelves with a godly jea- 
B 3 louſy, 
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= lodfy, arp very fir indod From having com- 

= mitted that fin, which is attended either 
with judicial yen or black e 


| In ſpeaking Rom the words of my text 

| 1 propoſe to ſhew, | 

PFairſt, that the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
may be committed in the preſent day. 


| 


Secondly, I propoſe to ſhew what is net 
the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and what 


4 
J. 


Tbirdiy, I would ſhew the greatnefs of 
this ſin, and why it is unpardonable, 


Fourthly, By whom this fin my be 
committed, and by whom it cannot have 
been committed. 


1. I propoſe to ſhew that the ſin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt may be committed in the 
preſent day. 


Thoſe 


(-7.) 1 

Thoſe who fay that this fin cannot be 
committed in the preſent day, argue from 
the circumſtances which gave occafion to 
the words, There was brought unto our 
Lord one poſſeſſed of a devil, blind and 
„% dumb; and he healed him; inſomuch 


4 that the blind and dumb both ſpake and  * 


« ſaw. And all the people were amazed, 
& and ſaid, Is not this the Son of David? 
„ But when the Phariſees heard it, they 
“ faid, This fellow doth not caſt out devils 
& but by Beelzebub, the prince of the de- 
&« yils.” Our Lord, having made a reply 
to this moſt horrid and infernal charge, de- 
clares it to be an unpardonable fin, never 
to be forgiven, neither in this life, nor in 
that which is to come, to aſcribe the mira- 
cles which he wrought to the agency of an 
evil ſpirit, becauſe this blaſphemy, or evil- 
ſpeaking, is not directed againſt him, as the 
Son of Man, but againſt that Power by 
which his miracles were wrought. That 
this is our Lord's drift, is plain from theſe 
words: Either make the tree good and 
nis fruit good; or elſe make the tree 

B 4 corrupt 


(8 1 

* corrupt and bis fruit corrupt; for the 

„ tree is known by its fruit.” Now as 
extraordinary miracles are not to be expect - 

ad in the preſent day, and as our Lord is 

not not upon this earth, as he was then, 
therefore ſome are willing to conclude that 


it is impoſſible: now for any one to commit 
this ſin. 


In anſwer to this I obſerye, that though 
miracles are.not wrought now in ſuch a vi- 
ſible and extraordinary manner as they were 
then, yet there are ſtanding miracles in the 
church, which cannot be accounted for ac- 
cording to the common laws of nature, and 
the principles of human reaſon. 


The continuance of a church in the 
world, and the propagation of the goſpel, 
is a ſtanding miracle; as much ſo, as to ſee 
a buſh burning with fire, and yet for that 
buſh not to be conſumed: The converſion 
of. a {inner 1s a ſtanding miracle, and this | 
every one will acknowledge who has known 
and felt the evil of fin, and the enmity of 
5 he 
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the carnal mind againſt a free grace goſpel. | 

Though therefore the Holy Ghoſt is not 
given now in a public and viſible manner, 
yet his influence is ſtill experienced, in thoſe 
ordinary operations by which alone the 

| ſinner can be be effectually converted to 
God, and be renewed in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs. Though our Lord is not 
preſent upon this earth, as he was when 
the words were ſpoken, yet. the Spirit is 
now, and ever ſhall be, with the church, to 
the end of time; and it is againſt this bleſſ- 
ed and holy Spirit that this fin is com- 
mitted, 


But the teſtimony of St. John clearly 
proves the poſſibility of committing this 
ſin; for it is certain that he wrote his 
epiſtles after our Lord's aſcenſion into hea- 
ven; and he ſpeaks expreſsly of a ſin unto 
death. All unrighteouſneſs, he ſays, is fin, 
and there is a fin not unto. death, and 
there is a ſin unto death. What can this 
ſin unto death be, if it be not the ſin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ? 


I ſhall 


I ſhall not enter, at preſent, upon that 
remarkable paſſage in St. Paul's epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, chap, vi, ver. 4, as I propoſe, 
at ſome future opportunity, to OOTY en- 


W from thoſe words. 


If Abends and Sapphire, / Alexander the 
copperſmith, Hymeneus and Philetus, or 
any one of them, committed the unpardon- 
a dle ſin, it muſt then follow that this ſin 

bas been committed ſince our Lord's aſ- 
cenſion into heaven; and indeed, if it was 
not poſſible for others to do the ſame, why 
was the warning given? In the holy 
ſeriptures there is nothing written in vain, 


I come now, it being the ſecond thing 
propoſed, to ſhew what is not the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and what 17. 

All unrighteouſneſs, I have already ob- 
ſerved from St. John, is ſin, but every ſin 
is not a ſin unto death; becauſe, Chriſt 
having died for the tranſgreſſions under 
the firſt covenant, therefore every one, 
who belieyes in him, is ſaved from the 

curſe 


( uw ) 
curſe and condemnation pronounced by that 
covenant, upon all who are tranſgreſſors of 
it, in any one inſtance; as many as live and 
die under the law, ſhall finally be judged 
by the law ; He that believeth, and is bap- 
tized, ſhall be ſaved; and he that believeth 
hot, - ſhall be damned.“ Thus we all, as 
tranſgreſſors of the law, are equally con- 
demned; but as many as believe in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt are wholly delivered 


from its curſe and condemnation. Some — 


have conſidered unbelief, and others (which 
amounts to the fame thing) have conſidered 
final impenitency, to be the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt; but unbelief aud final impeni- 
tency cannot, ſince Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
be confidered as particular acts of fin, but 
rather the particular ſtate in which the ſoul 
may be ſaid to be ſhut up; a ſtate of un- 
belief, a ſtate of hardneſs and blindneſs, a 
ſtate of rebellion againſt God, a ſtate of fin 
and death, of courſe, condemnation ; and, 
whilſt in that ſtate, every aQion, every 
word, and every thought, is finful ; for the | 
imaginations of the heart are only evil, and 
that 
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that continually; and whatſoever is not of 


faith is ſin. 


No fin (conſidered as a tranſgreſſion of 
the firſt covenant), let it be ever ſo hei- 
nous, can amount to the fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, not even the crucifying of our bleſſed 
Lord, Whilſt he was hanging on the tree 
he prayed even for his murderers; and we 
muſt conclude that his prayers were heard 
and anſwered, In that ſermon which St. 
Peter preached to the Jews, at the day of 
Pentecoſt, he addreſſed them as the very 
men who had ſlain our Lord; and under 
that ſermon it appears that three thouſand 
of thoſe very men were really converted. 
Oh ! the patience and the forgiveneſs of 
our God ! How aſtoniſhing muſt be his 
grace! With hearts full of rage and ma- 
lice, and with horrid imprecations, the Jews 
cried out, His blood be on us and on our 
<« children. Bleſſed be God! ſo it was, 
not to their condemnation, but ſalvation 
the blood of Jeſus ſpeaks better things than 
the blood of Abel; for that blood, which 

| appeaſed 


("232 
appeaſed divine wrath, when ſprinkled on 
the ſinner's conſcience, eleanſeth it from all 


ſin. 
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| Perſecution itſelf, if done ignorantly and 
in unbelief, is by no means the fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt. Manaſſeh was a cruel 
perſecutor, he ſhed innocent blood very 
much, till he had filled Jeruſalem from one 
end to another ; yet, in his affliction he be- 
ſought the Lord his God and prayed unto 
him, and he was entreated of him, and 
heard his ſupplication. A more ſtriking 
inſtance cannot be produced than the apoſ- 
tle Paul, who tells us that he was a blaſ- 
phemer and injurious; and to theſe blaſ- 
phemies, I am well convinced, he refers in 
his epiſtle to the Romans, chap. ix, ver. 1, 
which paſſage, as it reads in our preſent 
tranſlation, has diſtreſſed many, who could 
not conceive how the apoſtle, upon any ac- 
count, could wiſh himſelf accurſed from 
Chriſt. Vain are the attempts of commen- 
tators to reconcile this with chriſtian ex- 
perience and the love of Chriſt ; but a plain, 


eaſy, 


( 14 | 
eaſy, juſt, and literal tranſlation, removes the 
difficulty at once. It ought not to have 
been tranflated, ** I could wiſh that myſelf 
& mere accurſed from Chriſt,” but, I n. 
* ſelf did wiſh to be atcurſed from Chriſt.“ 
Every fchool-boy knows that did is the fign 
of the preterimperfect tenſe, And ywyouny 
is the preterimperfect tenſe of the verb 
evxoua, Which means, to glory or 10 wiſh. 
Each of thefe ſenſes may be well retained, 
for there is no doubt with me, but that St, 
Paul did once even glory in wiſhing him- 
ſelf accurſed from Chriſt, and that, too, 
mare than any of his brethren, his kinſmen 
according to the fleſh. The prepoſition 
ure (in Latin ſuper) which is tranſlated 
For, would be better tranſlated, in my 
opinion, according to its general and true 
meaning, more, above, beyond. Thus the 
difficulty is removed; there would be no 
need then of ſaying that the preterimperfect 
tenſe is put for the potential mood, This 
confeſſion correſponds with others of the 
ſame nature; here is ground for that ſelf 
abaſement, deep contrition, heart felt com- 

4 punction 
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punction he ſpeaks of, as ariſing from the 
remembrance of his former rage and mad» 
_ neſs, malice and enmity ; here is a ſtriking 
proof of free and diſcriminating grace, of 
ſovereign and electing love; This is a per- 
tinent and ſuitable introduction to the ſub- 
je& on which he is going to enter; How 
clearly does this prove election to be of 

grace? Seeing that ſuch a man as Saul of 
Tarſis, who ſhewed more malice than any 
other againſt the name of Jeſus, not only 
received grace, but apoſtleſhip ; became 
the apoſtle of the reſurrection, the apoſtle 
of the circumciſion, was called of God to 
take the biſhopric from which Judas by 
tranſgreſſion fell, 


As perſecution does not conftitute this 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, if done igno- 
rantly and in unbelief ; ſo neither does apoſ- 
tacy, if committed through the weakneſs 
and infirmity of the ffeſn, through fear, or 
from ſudden ſurpriſe, or the prevalency of 
ſome ſtrong temptation ; and not from 
malicious wickedneſs, nor from the accurſed 

deſire 


— =. 


2 4 
» = 4... FR 0 * 


X — - 
— 2 — BTL. (of 
— — . err — * — 
— I * 4 — — = — * 
— — — —— - a —— — . —— . 
Py — — g + 2 ” — 2 LS -- =_ * — — 2 
— — —— — — 2 — —— — . — 
— — p > > - _ 
* — 4 — — 


o - S = _— 
* T — —— 


> - 


616 J- 
defire of worldly gain and worldly honour, |: 


' Balaam loved the wages of unrighteouſneſs. 


Judas bargained for thirty pieces of ſilver. 
Gardener, biſhop of Wincheſter, ſought 
preferment in the church: But Cranmer 
recanted through fear; and, through a ſud- 


den ſurpriſe of fear, Peter denied his Lord. 


I ſhall venture to affirm that Peter, in and 
of himſelf, was no better than Judas be- 
fore calling; and after calli'y Peter plainly 
diſcovered the ſeeds of apoſtaſy yet remain- 
ing in his heart, had he not been kept by 
the immediate power and influence-of God, 
himſelf, It is, ſays Paul, by the grace of 
God I am what I am. I really feel it to be 
thus with myſelf; nay, I wiſh to feel daily 
and hourly my need of being kept by divine 


grace; and can ſay with St. Paul, that, 


after having preached to others, I myſelf 
ſhould be at laſt a caſt away, was I not 
kept by divine grace, and thereby aſſiſted 
to beat down my body, i. e. the old d. man, 


that body of fin and death; and to lead 


captivity captive, i. e. to lead that captive 
which otherwiſe would lead me captive ; 
ng 


1 7 
mortifying the deeds of the body by con- 
tinued acts of ſelf-denial, ſelf-abaſement, 
and ſelf-abhorrence ; cleaving to Jeſus as 
my Lord, my -life, my head ; laying hold 
ol his righteouſneſs, and renouncing all my 
own; depending upon his faithfulneſs, and 
renouncing all my own : Blefled be God 
that we are not our own; we are bought 
with a price, bought and paid for ; the 
purchaſer muſt have his bargain ; as we are 
not our own property, fo neither are we 
our own keepers; he that keepeth us is 
the Lord. This is our ſecurity, and the 
heart can never be eſtabliſhed upon any 
other ground. | 


It does by no means conſtitute the un- 
pardonable ſin to deny the perſon, the of- 
fice; and the operations of God the Holy 
Ghoſt. By nature we know nothing of 
thoſe real and neceſſary diſtinctions of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as ſubſiſting 
in a coverfant Jehovah. When Paul came 
to Epheſus he found ſome who profeſſed to 
be diſciples, and therefore, as they profeſſed 
C to 
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to believe, he aſked them, if they had re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt ; to which queſtion. 
they honeſtly replied, that they did not 
know whether there was any Holy Ghoſt. 
If this queſtion was put to many who pro- 
| feſs to hold the doctrine of the Trinity, 
whether they had received the Holy Ghoſt; 
if honeſt, they would return the ſame an- 
ſwer, and confels, that as to any knowledge 
or experience of his grace and influence, 
or of his operations upon the ſoul, they 
know not whether there be any Holy Ghoſt, 
All they know of the matter 1s this, that 
it is a doctrine contained in the Scriptures, 
and in the articles of their religion ; but 
though they pray, according to the liturgy 
of the church, that God would cleanſe the 
thoughts of their hearts by the inſpiration 
of his Holy Spirit; and that he would aſ- 
fiſt them mercifully in their ſupplications 
and prayers, nevertheleſs they would call 
it madneſs, folly, or enthuſiaſm, to talk of 
the inſpiration of the Spirit, or to expect 
divine aſſiſtance. None have been more 
guilty of this than myſelf, I confeſs it to 

7 my 
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my ſhame ; and- I know, from happy ex- 
perience, that it is not the unpardonable ſin 
to deny either the perſon, the office, or the 
operation of the Holy Ghoſt. Remember- 
ing my own blindneſs and ignorance and 
| rebellion of heart, and feeling my obliga- 
tions to divine love and mercy; may I 
never ceaſe to tell, that where fin abounds, 
grace does much more abound, 


As it does not conſtitute the fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt to deny his perſon, office, 
or. operation, ſo neither does it conſtitute 
that ſin to reſiſt, grieve, or quench the 
Spirit. Alas! may one fay, I have reaſon 
to believe that the Spirit has been at work 
with me for many years; I have had at 
times ſome ſweet light and underſtanding 
in the bleſſed word of God; I have felt at 
times ſome ſweet meltings of ſoul, ſome 
holy longings, and heavenly deſires ; but I 
am now ſo dead; I feel ſo much hardneſs 
of heart, ſo much fin and corruption, I am 
ready to conclude-that my paſt experience 
has been nothing more than a deluſive 
| C 2 dream, 


ng 
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dream, it has been all fancy, and a vain 

imagination arifing from the workings of 
my natural paſſions ; or elſe, if the Spirit 
has been at work and ſtriving with me, I 
have ſo reliſted, grieved, and quenched him, 
and have done ſuch deſpite unto him as 
amounts to the unpardonable fin, ſo that he 
will ſtrive with me no more, but give me 
up to a reprobate mind, It is true, God's 
Spirit will not always ſtrive with man ; for, 
however perverſe, obſtinate, or rebellious the 
heart of man may be, nevertheleſs, if God 
begins the work, he will be ſure to fiuiſſi it: 
it ſhall never be ſaid that man is too hard 
for God. What! Man! who is as the 
graſs of the field: As it is written, . My 
« Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man, 
„% for that he alſo is fleſh.” Now as all fleſh 
is as graſs: let the Spirit of the Lord blow 
upon it, in conviclion, then the graſs 
withereth, the flower fadeth, and the good- 
lineſs thereof paſſeth away. If God ſhould 
ſtrive with a ſinner, and it ſhould appear in 
the conteſt, that the ſinner is too hard for 
God, what a poor God muſt he be thus to 
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be overcome by an arm of fleſh! Grace 
may be reſiſted, but will finally prevail. As 
long as we live in this world we ſhall ex- 
perience a ſtriving between the fleſh and the 
Spirit, for theſe are contrary one to the 
other. What is it to reſiſt, to grieve, or 
quench the Spirit, but to .think or do 
thoſe things which are diſpleaſing in the 
fight of God, and contrary to thoſe holy 
motions and good deſires which the Spirit 
ſometimes puts into our minds, powerfully 
influencing us to that which is good? But, 
alas ! there is a law in the members warring 
againſt the law in the mind, and-bringing 
us into captivity to the law of fin which is 
in our members. He who has committed 
the unpardonable fin is a ſtranger to theſe 
ſpiritual conflicts, this inward warfare, and 
the fight of Faith—yet he is not without 
a fearful looking for of N and fiery 
indignation. - 


Some have conſidered every ſin, wil- 
fully committed after baptiſm or.the Lord's 
tupper, to be unpardonable ; but ſuch an 

C23 opinion 
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opinion 1s ſo contrary to truth, that I ſhall . 
not attempt to confute it, 
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Having thus far ſhewn what is mot: 1 
come now to ſhew what is, the fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, 


To conſtitute this fin there muſt be both 
light and ſpite: light without ſpite, nor 
yet ſpite without light, cannot conſtitute 
this fin. For inſtance, Paul had ſpite when 
he perſecuted the church of Chriſt ; but he 
had not light, for he did it ignorantly, in 
unbelief : on the other hand, Peter had 
light, but he had no ſpite nor malice in 
his heart againſt his Lord ; he was entirely 
overcome by fear, throùgh the weakneſs of 
the fleſh, and the violence of the tempta- 
tion. 


When I fay there muſt be light, I do not 
mean true ſpiritual and experimental light 
and knowledge, whereby the heart is effec- 
tually wrought upon, and ſavingly chang- 
ed; but I mean ſuch an illumination as 

| Balaam 


C 

Balaam or Saul had, which extended no 
further than the natural underſtanding, 
whereby a literal knowledge of the ſcrip- 
tures may be acquired, particular doctrines 
may be received and acknowledged as true, 
without experiencing any thing of their 
power, without knowing any thing of their 
value, without any heart- felt love and affec- 
tion towards them, or any of that rich, and 
ſweet, and ſavoury delight and enjoyment 
in them, which proves faith to be no fiction, 
and confirms the reality of things not ſeen. 
There is a difference between acknowledg- 
ing certain doctrinal propoſitions to be true, 
underſtanding them clearly in the judg- 
ment, receiving them as articles of faith, 
and receiving the truth in the love thereof, 
from an experience of its influence, A man 
may go ſo far as to preach the doctrines 
of grace clearly, from ſtrength of memory 
and a good natural underſtanding, aſſiſt- 
ed, it may be, with common illuminations, 
without knowing the grace of God in truth; 
he may have that knowledge which puffeth 
up, without that charity that edifieth. Ba- 

C 4 laam 


(© 24 ) 
laam ſpoke many great truths ; he had an 
oPEN VISION, but not the viſion of Pg 
in and by which falvation is brought home, 
and realized, and the earneſt is received. 
He got his knowledge in a dream, falling 
into a trance, having his eyes open: yet 
he turned courtier, entered into con- 
nexion with Balak, conſpired with him how 
to root out and deſtroy the Lord's people, 
and taught him to put a ſtumbling block 
before Iſrael. Though Balaam preached: 
moſt glorious truths, yet he never, in his 
heart, loved the truth, becauſe he never 
experienced its power; and at laſt his malice 
was made manifeſt, not avowedly againſt 
Chriſt, in his own perſon, but againſt his 
people, againſt his grace, and the power 
of godlineſs. It is the ſame now. It would 
not anſwer the devil's purpoſe openly to 
deny the ſcriptures, or to blaſpheme Chriſt 
or the Holy Ghoſt ; but it muſt be done ſe- 
cretly, under the profeſſion of religion: 
the wolf muſt not appear with his rough 
hairy ſkin, but he muſt wear the ſheep's 
fot clothing; with affected humility, and 

pretended 


n 


({ 250) 
pretended zeal for God and godlinefs ; a vio- 
lent outcry againſt open and notorious ſins ; 
ſtrenuouſly enforcing moral precepts, aud 
laying down rules for moral (which they 
call holy) living. 


ls there a plain and fimple-hearted fol- 
lower of Jeſus, whoſe defire is to magnify 
the riches of divine grace, who ſpeaks from 
his own experience of the evil of ſin, of the 
evil of his nature; whoſe end and aim is to 
abaſe the ſinner, and exalt the Saviour; 
who endeavours to lay open the myſtery of 
iniquity, and the deceivableneſs of unrighte- 
ouſneſs; to ſhew the danger of a legal ſpi- 
rit, and to beat off the ſinner from all de- 
pendence upon ſelf, and from all opinion of 
any power, or wiſdom, or goodneſs, or 
righteouſneſs, or holineſs, but what he has 
in and from Chriſt, aſcribing ſalvation full 
and free to the unmerited grace, love, and 
mercy, of his God and Saviour? This man 
will often, unexpectedly to himſelf, be the 
occaſion of provoking that malice, and call - 
ing it forth into action, which before had 
| lain 


a 
lain hid and ſmothered in the breaſt of ſome | 
Judas or Balaam, by reaſon of whom the 
way of truth is evil ſpoken of, many of 
God's dear children are often prejudiced 

one againſt another, from evil reports and 
miſrepreſentations. ** Needs muſt that of- 
& fences come, but woe be to that man by 
«© whom the offence cometh ; it would have 
© been good for that man if he had not 
ho: deen born.“ 


| The Phariſees, we find; when they could 
not deny but that a miracle had been wrought 
by our bleſſed Lord; when they could not 
diſprove the fact, aſcribed it to the devil. 
Though he was in himſelf holy, harmleſs, 
undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners ; who did 
no evil, neither was guile found in his 
iy mouth, nor yet in his heart, for he went 
„ x about doing good; yet his ſpotleſs life, his 
1 holy walk and converſation, could not ex- 
empt him from the vileſt aſperſions, and 
the moſt opprobrious names. They black - 
ened his character as a licentious liver; they 


called him a gluttonous man, and a wine- 
biber; 


6 
bibber; they charged him with encourag- 
ing men in ſin, as being a friend of pub- 
licans and ſinners; they told him to his face, 
« Thou art a Samaritan, and haſt a devil.“ 
Judas charged him with extravagance and 
want of charity to the poor. If they 
“ call the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, 
% how much more them of his houſhold ?” 


Every fin is conceived in the heart be- 
fore it breaks forth into action, and ſhews 
itſelf openly ; ſo it is with this particular 
ſin, The heart growing callous with a 
long profeſſion of religion, and not finding 
that ſatisfaction in it which was expected, 
and ſtill willing to turn it to the beſt ad- 
vantage, and make as much of it as poſſible; 
advancement in the world is ſought after ; 
emoluments, homage, reſpect, and rever- 

ence, or a great name is aimed at, to be 
called of men Rabbi, Rabbi. To this end, 
in order to ſtrengthen each other's hands, 
connexions are formed, confederacies are 
entered into, upon this principle, You 
© commend me, and Þ'll commend you.” 
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Is there one whoſe unaccommodating tem- 
per, whoſe rigid inflexibility cannot be 
moved, who will ſpeak what he feels, re- 
' gardleſs of the conſequences—what muſt 
be done with him? There was a device 
which the prieſts practiſed againſt Jeremiah, 
to which recourſe is had in the preſent day. 
Report, ſay they, and we will report it; 
any thing, no matter what, if it be but 
likely to ſtir up prejudice, peradventure we 
may prevail againſt him, and take our re- 
venge of him. I myſelf am well acquaint- 
ed with a circumſtance of this nature which 
happened in a large manufacturing town, 
where a miniſter of the goſpel had laboured, 
not without ſucceſs, though much oppoſ- 
ed. A viſible reformation of manners had 
taken place among ſome who had been 
notoriouſly immoral and profane; which 
could not be denied. This circumſtance 
being alledged in anſwer to a charge brought 
againſt the doctrines, which this miniſter 
had been preaching, as having a licentious 
tendency, a very eminent profeſſor flew 
into a rage, and diſcovered the malice which 
lay 


1 L 


( 2p 1 


| hay lurking in his heart, by declaring, that 


if any good had been done by that fellow, it 


| muſt have been done of the devil. If this 


does not anſwer exactly to the ſin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, nothing does. 


In this fin the malignity of the heart 
diſcovers itſelf chiefly againſt the power of 
godlineſs, and againſt thoſe who contend 


moſt earneſtly for the Spirit's work; againſt 


thoſe miniſters of the Spirit whodiſtinguiſh 
between the letter which killeth, and the 
Spirit which giveth life ; who ſhew the dif- 
ference between ſerving in the oldneſs of 
the letter and the newneſs of the Spirit; 
who ſet forth the glory of the goſpel as a 
diſpenſation of grace, the miniſtration of 
the Spirit, and the miniſtration of righte- 
ouſneſs. In this fin the malignity ariſing 
from diſappointment (as to any heart - felt 
ſatisfaction in religion) is added to the natural 
enmity of the heart, which being judicially 
hardened, the conſcience is ſeared, and the 
meaſure of iniquity is now filled up. It is 
not neceſſary to conſtitute this ſin that 
ſome open blaſphemies be uttered, either 

againſt 


1 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt or againſt thoſe 
who are called and ſent by him. No overt 
act is neceſſary, in the fight of God, to 
prove the indwelling of ſin in any heart, 
for he knows what is man. Nevertheleſs, 


where there is the root we may expect the 


fruit, and the reſidence of this fin in the 
heart may be diſcovered, by half words, 


dark infinuations, winks and nods, the 


ſhake of the head, or the ſhrug of the 


ſhoulders, or any way by which an impli- © 


cation may be conveyed prejudicial to the 
Spirit's work, in the character of any man 
called of God, or in the doctrines he may 


profeſs or preach, knowingthem at the ſame 


time to be pure truths, according to the re- 
vealed word. I fay, whatever a& (com- 
mitted by a man who has light in his judg- 
ment) diſcovers ſuch ſpite and malice, muſt 
be, beyond all doubt, the unpardonable 
ſin, . 


I come now, it being the third thing 
propoſed, to conſider the heinouſueſs of this 
fin, and the reaſon why it is unpardonable. 


He 


I 


( 32 ) 
He who commits this ſin muſt be one 
given up of God to a reprobate mind, judici- 
ally hardened ; one who can hold with any 
party, or contend for any doctrine which 
may promote his preſent advantages in 
life : worldly gain, or worldly honour, is his 
object, no matter from what quarter it may 
come. The laſt ſtate of that man, whoſe 
conſcience is thus ſeared with a profeſſion 
of religion, muſt be worſe than the firſt ; 
i. e. than his former ſtate—whether it be of 
| Pharifaiſm, profaneneſs, irreligion, or avow - 
ed infidelity. This character is exemplified 
by our Lord himſelf in the 11th chapter of 
St. Luke: When the unclean ſpirit go- 
eth out of a man, not caſt out by the 
mighty power of God, but goeth out, as 
it were, of his own accord, ſo that a refor- 
mation of manners, and a profeſſion of re- 
ligion, takes place, not from ſpiritual con- 
viction of fin, nor from a ſpiritual experi- 
ence of divine grace, but from ſome qualms 
of conſcience and natural awakenings. 
Gaining ſome literal knowledge of the 
» ſcriptures, and becoming gradually acquaint - 
ed 


af. 


EIS 1 
ed with ſome of the particular doctrines of 
grace; a reformation taking place at the ſame 
time, they ſeem, as Peter ſays, to have 
clean eſcaped from the pollutions of the 
world, through a LITERAL, not a ſaving 
and ſprritual knowledge of Chriſt; their 
religion, not being the work of God's Spi- 
rit, but founded upon their own ſelf- will, 
carnal reſolutions, and ſelf-determinations, 
ſoon fails; not having received effectual 
grace, nor having felt the power of true 
godlineſs. Finding their ſouls dry and 
barren after having tried a variety of ſeas 
and opinions, they either give up all pro- 
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feſſion, or elſe they are determined to turn 
the knowledge they have acquired to their 
| beſt advantage, in which they often ſuo- 
eeed through their acquaintance with the 
manners and maxims, the follies and weak- 
neſſes of thoſe on whom they intend to im- 
poſe. But whether they become ranters, 
avow infidelity, or make a trade of religion, 
in either caſe, they return to a ſtate of ir- 
religion, they become as void of all true 
devotion as they were before they began to 
make 


1 
make any profeſſion, and are more hardened 
in iniquity, and more deſperately wicked, 
and more capable than ever of the vileſt ac- 
tions. It would have been better for them 
not to have Lnown any thing of the way of 
life and falvation by Jeſus Chriſt, than, 
having known ſome little of the firſt 


principles of the Goſpel, afterwards to 


turn from that holy commandment of life 
and peace, either to ſecret or open apoſtaſy. 


Though Judas be principally intended in 


the 109th Pſalm, yet the curſes there pro- 
nounced will belong to all thoſe who walk 
in the ſteps of that arch traitor, 

I come now to inquire, Why this ſin is 
unpardonable more than any other, It may. 
be aſked, Is the Spirit before the Father or 


the Son? Or is he greater than the Fa- 
ther or the Son? T anſwer no; in no wiſe. © 


The Father 1s God, the Son is God, and 
the Holy Ghoſt is God; nevertheleſs, not 
three Gods but one God; Jehovah our Elo- 
him is but one Jehovah, As the diſtinc. 


tion of three perſons does by no means de- 
D {troy 
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ſtroy the unity of the divine eſſence, there». 
fore, as the eſſence is one and the ſame, 
one cannot be before or after another, but 
they are all coequal and coeternal. This 
fin then js not greater than ahy other, be- 
cauſe the Holy Ghoſt is greater than the 
Father or the Son; but becauſe it is leyel- 
led againſt him whoſe office it is to work a 
faving change in the ſinner's heart; fo that, 
inſtead of leading to evil, it is only by his 
immediate influence that we can ſpeak a 
good word, or think a good thought, If 
we are the children of God by faith, and 
are led by the Spirit, we are not under the 
law. If this was duly attended to, men 
would ſhudder at the charge of Antinomi- 
aniſm, too often brought againſt the free- 
"grace goſpel of Jeſus. 


I muſt further obſerve, That this fin is 
not unpardonable becauſe of any defe& or 
inſufficiency in the blood of Chriſt, but be- 
cauſe that blood was ſhed only for the 
tranſgreſſions of the firſt covenant ; but this 
ſin is levelled directly againſt the ſecond 

covenant, 


"0-08 1 
covenant, in its influence and operation, in 
its adminiſtration and effects. 


I ſhall now conclude, by way of recapi- 


tulation, with ſhewing by whom this ſin 


may be committed, and by whom it can- 
not have been committed. 


Man can judge only by outward appear- 
ance, and by that rule he muſt often be li- 
able to be deceived. Some indeed pretend. 
to ſuch judgment and penetration as to 
know who will be ſaved or damned even 
by their countenances: theſe have attain- 
ed to greater knowledge than the apoſtles, 
for I can hardly think, that if they had 
known what an heretic Nicolas would have 
turned out, they would not have ordained . 
him to have been one of the ſeven firſt 
deacons. 


Men may commit this ſin in the ſight of 
God, who before men are the moſt emi- 
nent and diſtinguiſhed for gifts, and make 
the higheſt pretenſions ta Extraordinary 

D 2 grace, 


(56) 
grace, and may be the moſt popular charac- 
ters of the day. May this teach us to be- 
ware of men, and to call no man maſter 
upon this carth ! May this be a warning to 
all, who, in any reſpect, are diſtinguiſhed 
as public characters, not to be high minded, 
but fear; to watch over themſelves with 
a godly jealouſy, that they might not think 
more highly of themſelves than they ought 
to think; that their rejoicing may be not in 
the favourable opinion of men, but in the 
teſtimony of their conſciences, as having 
been effectually called, and truly ſanctified 
by the Spirit of God, through faith in 
Jeſus ! | 


As it is not my deſign to make ſorrowful 
the hearts of God's dear children, but to 
fpeak comfortably to Jeruſalem ; as it is 
their edification I have principally in view 
(for, as to thoſe who have committed this 
ſin it is not likely that any thing I have 
ſaid will operate otherwiſe, than provoking 
their rage, and ſtrengthening their bands), 
I therefore venture to affirm that ſuch cha- 
| racters 


x 5 
() 

racters as theſe I am now going to men- 
tion cannot have committed this ſin. 


Not the man who is fearful leſt he may 
have committed it ; for when the guilt of 
that fin works effectually in the conſcience, 
horror ſeizes the inmoſt ſoul, which be- 
comes wracked with black deſpair ; ſenſibly 
purſued by the wrath of God, he ſees the 
devils waiting to receive him, and hellopen- 
ed for his coming, like Cain, or Judas, or 
Biſhop Gardener, a terror to himſelf and to 
all around him, 


Not the man who is poor in ſpirit, be- 
wails his ſinfulneſs, mourns over the hard- 
neſs of his heart, and the corruptions of 
his nature; whoſe conſcience is quick of 
feeling, and ſenſible of the firſt motions of 
fin and unbelief, 


Not the man who trembles at the word 
of God, reads it with reverence and with 
an earneſt deſire to know its true ſenſe 
and meaning, without any regard to the. 
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opinions of men; happilydeterminedthrough ' 
grace, in this reſpect, to call no man maſ- 
ter upon this earth, but to make the ſcrip- 
tures his alone rule of faith and practice, 
with an humble dependence upon the Lord 


for the teaching of his Holy Spirit, whereby 


alone we can either know the will of God, 
or Iive in holy obedience to it. 


May the Lord make and keep us truly 
honeſt in the common concerns of life, 
but more particularly ſo in whatever con- 
cerns God's glory and the ſalvation of ſouls, 
that, in ſimplicity, godly ſincerity, and ho- 
neſty, we may have our converſation in 
this world: God cannot be deceived; he 
will not be mocked; truly awful muſt be 


that character who can play with religion, 


and make a trade of his pretenſions to god- 
lineſs. Vet true godlineſs will be found 
our beſt gain, our moſt profitable trade, for 
its merchandiſe is righteouſneſs and. peace, 
holineſs and heaven; nay, it is profitable 
for all things, having the promiſe of life, 
not only in the world to come, but even in 

3 this 


( 39 ) 


this preſent life; for he that believeth hath 
everlaſting life: being paſſed from death 
unto life, he ſhall come no more into con- 
demnation, but juſtified in time, he ſhall be 
glorified eternally, and for ever join with 
ſaints and angels, even all the company of 
heaven, in giving glory and honour and 
power to him who ſitteth upon the throne, 
even the Lamb, for ever and for ever, 
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The final Perſeverance of the Saints. 
TT nt : 
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THE CITY CHAPEL, GRUB STREET, 


From Jonx x. 28. 


BY 


FOYN BRADFORD, AB. { 


= — 


Late of WADHAM Col. LEGE, OXFORD, Miniſter of the 
Goſpel at the ſaid Chapel, 


— 


As the Father hath loved me, ſo have I loved you ; continue ye in my 
love.—JouN xv. 9. 


Keep yourſelves in the love of God ; looking to him who is able to keep 
yau—JUDE 21. 


Nothing ſhall ſeparate. Amen and Amen, 
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The final Perſeverance of the Saints. 


JohN x. 28. 


T will give unto them eternal life; and they 


ſhall never periſh; neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of my hand. 


Tarss are very ſtrong and ſtriking ex- 
preſſions, full of grace and truth. Can 
words be ſtronger or plainer? Will any 
dare to contradict them? Can any be 
found, who would endeavour to pervert 
them from their plain and obvious ſenſe 
and meaning? Can any, profeſſing them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, deny the final perſeverance 
of the Saints? Will they venture to af- 
firm that any can be loſt for whom Chriſt 
has died? What ! Can any of the ſheep 
be loſt for whom the Shepherd has laid 
down his life? Can any be loſt who have 


been 


- 


Dn WO 
been effectually called by grace, and ſealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promiſe? God 
forbid. Nevertheleſs there are ſome; vainly 
puffed up with their fleſhly mind, and with 
a vain conceit of their own power and good- 
neſs, of their own' faithfulneſs and dili- 
gence; who repreſent ſalvation as ulti- 
mately depending upon the ſinner himſelf, 


4 according as he may either uſe or abuſe the 
i | grace received, If this be ſo, we may well 
1 cry out, Who then can be ſaved? But, 
1 it bleſſed be God, ſalvation depends not on 
1 the will of the fleſh, not on the will af 
£4} man, but of God: It is not of him that 


willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of 
God, that ſheweth mercy. It ſeems that 
there were ſome, even in the days of the 
apoſtles, who endeavoured to ſeduce the 
ſaints, and ſhake their confidence. This 
was the reaſon why St. John wrote his firſt 
epiſtle, as he tells us himſelf, ** I write,” 
ſays he, that your joy may be full. I 
& \yrite to you that believe on the name of 
&« the Son of God, that ye may know that 
« ye have eternal life.” NOW—begun in 

time, 


( 45 ) 
time. But how came it to paſs that he ſo 
particularly inſiſted upon this point of eter- 


wal life? "Did any deny this life which 


the believer has in Chriſt, and which he 
receives from Chriſt, to be eternal? It 
ſhould ſeem ſo; for St. John expreſsly 
fays, I write concerning them that ſeduce 
you. A greater ſeduction cannot be, than 
to deny the final perſeverance of the ſaints. 
Our Lord has faid, „they ſhall never 
& periſh.” What a flat contradiftion muſt 
it be for any one to ſay, that they may 
periſh ; yea, periſh everlaſtingly. Is not this 
giving Chriſt the lie direct? When he 
ſays, ** Neither ſhall any pluck them out 
* of my hands,” ſurely then he will be able 
to hold them ſo faſt, that they ſhall never 
ſlip through his fingers. 


It is, J am ſure, a moſt dangerous and 
peſtilential doctrine, highly difhonourable 
to God, and very diſtreſſing to the ſouls of 
his people, to ſay, that God is changeable 


in his love; that he may love you to-day- 
and 


(4) 

and hate you to-morrow ; that you may 
be a child of God to-day and a child of the 
devil to-morrow. We are happy to ſay, 
that this is not the God of the chriſtians ; 
for he is of one mind, and none can turn 
him; and whom he loveth he loveth to 
the end. Upon this ground we can give that 
broad and exulting challenge to the world 
at large, Who is a God like unto our 
©< God?” It may flatter the pride of Pha- 
riſees and hypocrites, who boaſt of their di- 
ligence in improving grace, and their faith+ 
fulneſs to grace received, to be told that 
ſalvation, in ſome meaſure, depends upon 
themſelves. But how diſtreſſing muſt this 
be to a ſenſible ſinner, who is truly con- 
vinced that his heart 1s deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked! To ſuch 
as theſe the words of my text are well adapt- 
cd, and my prayer 1s, that the Lord may 
bleſs them to all our hearts, and thereby 
ſtrengthen our faith, enliven our hope, and 
increaſe our love, to Jeſus and to oue ano- 
ther. 


In 


L 
In ſpeaking from the words of my's text 


| j propoſe: to . 


Firſt, Of whom theſe words are ſpoken, 
and who they are that ſhall never periſh. 


Secondly, I would endeavour to confirm 
what is here laid down in three diſtin& pro- 
poſitions, namely, The life which Chriſt 
communicates to the believing ſoul is eter - 
nal : as being eternal, it muſt therefore be 
impoſlible for ſuch a ſoul ever to periſh, or 
that ſuch a life can be ever loſt. As a fur- 
ther confirmation, and as a full anſwer to 
all objections, it is added, Neither ſhall, 
any pluck them out of my hands.“ 


Thirdly, I propoſe to anſwer ſome of the 
principal objections which are made to the 
final perſeverance of the ſaints. 


1. I am to ſhew of whom theſe words 
are ſpoken, and who they are of whom it is 
ſaid, that they ſhall never periſh. 


The 
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The context clearly proves that the ſheep 
of Chriſt are here meant. My ſheep hear 
by my voice, I know them, and they fol- 
4% low me, and I give unto them eternal 
„ life, and they ſhall never periſh, net- 
&« ther ſhall any pluck. them out of my 
* hand, My Father who gave them me 


& 3s greater than all; none is able to pluck 


them out of my Father's hand.“ But 


another queſtion naturally ariſes from hence, 
Who are the ſheep of Chriſt? I anſwer, 
The Lord knoweth them that are his. It 
may be aſked again, May we not know in 
this life whether we ourſelves are the ſheep 
of Chriſt, or not? I anſwer, Yes. And, 
if we really are the ſheep of Chriſt, we fhall 
never find reſt nor peace until we return to 
the great Shepherd and Biſhop of our ſouls. 


7 


It may be aſked again, May we not know 


reſpecting others whether they be the ſheep 
of Chriſt or not? I anſwer, No otherwiſe 
than in the judgment of charity. Man can 
judge only from appearances. We know 
no man after the fleſh, but conſider all men 
equally frail, equally fallen, equally deprav- 

| 4 ed 


( 49 ) 


ed (though that depravity may not break 
out in ſome as in others). There is no dif- 


ference but what grace makes. Vet, ac- 


cording to that profeſſion of faith which a 
man makes, ſo we receive him as a brother 


beloved, as a ſheep of Chriſt, ſo long as his 
conduct and converſation correſpond with 
his profeſſion. Paul once received Alex- 


ander the copperſmith, and the apoſtles 


were certainly deceived in Nicolas, who was 
choſen to be one of the ſeven firſt deacons. 
As it reſpects the ſtate and condition of men 
in this life there is but one rule of judg- 
ment, that is, by the fruits and effects of 
faith. It muſt be acknowledged that ac- 
tions ſpeak louder than words, and that the 
tree is known by its fruit. Whilſt men 
live as the world lives ; conformed to its 
manners and maxims, ſpending their days 
in vanity, and their years in pleaſure; it 
would be a diſhonour to the goſpel to ſup- 
poſe them believers in Jeſus. And whilſt 
men are going about to eſtabliſh a righte- 
ouſneſs of their own, ſo long they muſt 
refuſe to ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of 


| Chriſt ; 
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Chriſt ; and are adding rebellion to fin, by 
their reſiſtance to the goſpel. What men 
may be in the ſecret purpoſes of God we 

preſume not to ſay, but if they are effec- 


tually called, and truly converted, we ſay 


that a ſaving change muſt neceſſarily have 
taken place. As to this change let every 
man examine himſelf. It better becomes 
him to examine himſelf than to fit in judg- 
ment upon another, and attend to our Lord's 
caution, ** To pluck the beam out of his 
© own eye before he attempts to pluck the 
e mote out of his brother's eye. That be- 
lievers may be compared to ſheep can hard- 
ly be denied. It is a ſcripture compariſon : 
the character will be found to anſwer in 
many particulars, In this point of view the 
relationſhip betwixt a ſhepherd and his 
flock ſets forth the connexion betwixt Chriſt 
and his church, 


I propoſe to inſtance, in a few particu- 
lars, ſome of thoſe marks which peculiarly 
diſtinguith the ſhcep of Chriſt, 


1it, They 


„ 

1ſt. They are all ear- marked; their ears 
are bored, they are unſtopped, and faſtened 
to the door of the houſe, that they might 
never more depart from their maſter's ſer- 
vice, but become an unalienable part of his 
blood-bought family. Theſe know his 
voice, and love to hear it ; theſe underſtand 
his meaning, and are taught to diſtinguiſh 
the voice of Chriſt from every other. As 
they cannot ſing the Lord's ſong in a ſtrange 
land, fo neither will their feet in ſwift 
obedience move at any other voice but 
that of Chriſt, When he calls, they gladly 
follow ; when he draws, they cannot but 
run. Not that they are able at firſt to dif- 
tinguiſh between the voice of Chriſt and 
that of a ſtranger ; babes are unſkilful in the 
word of righteouſneſs, becauſe they are 
babes, and therefore they are liable to be 
toſſed to and fro with every wind of doc- | 
trine, till by degrees they become more 
and more eſtabliſhed, and are enabled to 
diſcern the difference between truth and 
error, having their ſenſes, by reaſon of 
uſe, more and more exerciſed in the deep 


E 2 things 


13 
things of God, aud the W. his hea- 
venly kingdom. 


As the r of Chriſt know his voice, ſo 
they follow him—as their God, their guard, 
their guide: he is their mark, and to him 
they look; he is their prize, and to him 
is their deſire, as their portion and their ex- 
ceeding great reward; for there is none in 
heaven nor on earth that they defire in 
compariſon of him. To his authority they 
ſubmit ; in his word is their delight; to his 
example they look up with reverence, and 
with ſincere deſire to be conformed thereto, 
determined to follow none but as they fol- 


low Chriſt, 


They not only follow him, but like ſheep 
they go bleating on ; not barking like dogs, 
nor growling like ravening wolves. How 
ſtriking is the reſemblance between a bleat- 
ing ſheep and a praying chriſtian ; who goes 
to the Lord with his complaints, cries to 
him for help, and with continued prayers 


and 


- 
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and ſupplications makes his requeſts known 


unto him from day to day. 


In his food too the ſheep repreſents the 
flock of Chriſt, who graze upon the high 
mountains of Iſrael, and feed on green paſ- 
tures; for the believing ſoul can only thrive 
upon the ſound and wholeſome doctrines of 
God's free grace, and the never failing, ne- 
ver fading fruits of God's everlaſting and 
electing love. | 


I ſhall inſtance one more particular in 
which the believer in Jeſus may be com- 
pared to ſheep, and that is their cleanli- 
neſs, and deſire to avoid the dirty path or 
the miry ſlough. We can fay this, that 
the grace of God which bringeth falvation, 
will teach us to deny ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, and to live godly, righte- 
ouſly, and ſoberly, in this preſent world; 
not from the fear of hell, but from a love 
to God and to his holy will; and from real 
hatred to fin, as being contrary to the will 
of God, and to that divine nature of which 
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they are partakers. The ſheep may ſome» 
times travel through dirty roads, or fall 
into a miry ſlough ; but they cannot wal- 


low in it like the ſwine ; fo likewiſe the 


ſaint of God may fall, may foully fall, but 
here he cannot lie, neither can he reſt, till 

the Lord has reſtored his ſoul. Nay, as 
paſſing through a world of fin and ſorrow, 
although he ſees the ſafety of his ſtate, and 
conſiders himſelf as clean through the 
word, nevertheleſs he finds that his feet 
want waſhing from day to day, that he till 
wants the renewing influences of grace, and 
a freſh application to the fountain which, is 
opened for fin and for uncleanneſs. But, 
amidſt all the ſnares of the world, all the 
infirmities, of the fleſh, the temprations of 
Satan, the words of my text ſtand . 
45 They ſhall never periſh,” 


J come now to confirm this truth, it be- 
ing the ſecond thing propoſed; and to ſhew, 


Why the ſaints of God can never periſn.“ 


Becauſe they were choſen oſ God in 
Chriſt 


( 59s 


Chriſt Jefas before the foundation of the 
world. Perſeverance, with every grace 


aad bleſſing, to be enjoyed in time, or 


through eternity, is the effect or conſe- 
quence, not the procurmg cauſe of God's. 


love, for his love was ſet on the objects of 


his choice before they were born, conſe- 
quently before they had actually done either 
good or evil, but having loved them, he 
muſt needs love them to the end, becauſe 
his love muſt be as immutable as himſelf. 
However we may, through ſpecial grace, 
be enabled to do thoſe things which: are 
lawful and right, and well pleaſing in the 
ſight of God, nevertheleſs our perſonal obe- 
dience cannot be conſidered as procuring 
or meriting God's love, ſeeing he ever 
loved thoſe for whomi- Chriſt died; ſo that, 
not even the death of Chriſt induced God 
to love us, but his death was the immediate 
effect of God's previous and eternal love to 
mau: God ſo loved the world that he 
ſent his only begotten ſon, that whoſo- 
„ ever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 
6 but have everlaſting life.“ It is by the 
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death of Chriſt that we perceive the love of 
God; and in this was manifeſted the love 
of God. Thus we trace perſeverance, re- 
demption, regeneration, juſtification, ſanc- 
tification, and eternal glory, up to their pri- 
mary cauſe ; and that is, God's everlaſting 
and electing love. 


The ſheep of Chriſt ſhall never periſh, 
not only as being choſen in him, and as be- 


ing given to him, but as being redeemed. 


and purchaſed by him. Can any periſh for 


whom Chriſt has died? God forbid. Can 


any be loſt whom Chriſt has purchaſed ? 
God forbid. His juſtice forbids it. If the 
debt be paid, juſtice requires that the debtor 
be diſcharged ; if the purchaſe be made, 
Juſtice requires that the purchaſer ſhould 
have his bargain. If all are not ſaved for 
whom Chriſt has died, what then becomes 
of the covenant engagement, and of that 


particular clauſe in the covenant which was 


fully confirmed and ſettled, That he 
4 ſhould ſee of the travail of his ſoul and be 
& ſatisfied ?*” If any periſh for whom 

ES Chriſt 
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Chriſt has died, then, as to theſe at leaſt, 
Chriſt muſt have died in vain. If it can 
be proved that he has died in vain for one, 
why not for two? If for two, why not 
for three? and ſo on, till it may become a 
doubt whether he may not have died in vain. 
for all. To this it is objeted—that Chriſt 
has done his part, that it now only remains 
for us to do our parts. Here it may be aſk= 
ed, What is our part? 1 anſwer this by 
another queſtion, What part is the clay to 
act in order to be made a veſſel, either to 
honour or diſhonour ? As the clay is paſ 
ſive in the hands of the potter, fo it is the 
part of man to be paſſive in the hands of 
God, and then it is that he acts conſiſtently 
with his true character, when convinced of 
his utter inability to do good of himſelf, he 
waits upon the Lord with a ſincere deſire 
of ſoul that God would work in him effec- 
tually by his grace, that his ſpiritual ſtrength 
may be renewed, and that God would make 
him what he would have him to be. Are 
any offended with this view of human na- 
ture. Be it ſo, For my own part, I re- 
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joice that nothing is left for me to do, (as 
it reſpects the ſalvation of my ſoul): being 
convinced that, in that caſe, it muſt be 
left for ever undone. Beſides, if fal vation de- 
pended, in any reſpect, upon the free - will 
of man; if it depended upon his accept- 
ance of offered grace (as ſome vainly talk), 
Chriſt then muſt altogether have died in 
vain; for no man can come to Chriſt un- 
leſs he be powerfully and effectually drawn; 
and no man will accept of ſalvation, unleſs 
of unwilling he be made willing, in the 
day of God's power, who worketh in us to 
will and to do all that is good, according to 


his own ſovereign good will and pleaſure. 


This conſideration is a ſtrong. confirma - 
tion of the trutly contained in my text, 


They ſhall never periſn.. That the ap- 


plication of the word, and the ſprinkling 
of the blood, is as much the work of God 
the Spirit, as ſalvation is the work of God 
the Son. We are God's workmanſhip; 
God's huſbandry; God's building. It is 
he who fits us for himfelf, and ſanctifies 

us 
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us as veſſels for his own uſe and ſervice, 
marks us for his own, inſcribes his own 
name upon us, even holineſs to the Lord: 
and thus makes us meet for his eternal 
kingdom and glory, What the Lord does 
he does for ever; the impreſſion which he 
makes, when he puts his laws into our 
hearts, and writes them 1n our inward parts, 
is ſo deep, that it can never be eraſed again, 
The impreſſion, ſo far from wearing out, 
will fink deeper and deeper. Out of his 
fullneſs we ſhall be continually receiving; 
the righteouſneſs of God is revealed: from 
faith to faith; the word of the Lord, once 
received, abideth for ever: once changed 
into the image of the Lord; the more we 
ſee of his grace, his goodneſs, and his glory, 
the more we ſhall be like him, till we come 
at laſt to ſee him as he is; and then we 
ſhall be altogether like him. 


The ſheep of Chriſt, begotten again to 
a living and a lively hope, regenerated and 
renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, can 
never periſh ; becauſe they never. can be- 
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come unregenerated ; being born of incor- 
ruptible ſeed, having received with meek- 
neſs the ingrafted word, which, having 
ſtruck root, never fails to bring forth its 
fruit unto holineſs; and its end will be 
everlaſting life. Once made the children 
of God, what can unmake them? having 
received the Spirit of adoption, who ſhall 
take it from them and unadopt them? hav- 
ing thus received power and privilege to 
become the ſons of God, who ſhall diſin- 
herit them? What ſhall alienate their 
Father's affections from them, or cauſe an 
abatement in his eternal love? Shall fin ? 
No ; not even fin, For when fin had ſepa- 
rated between us and God, and had alienated 
man from God, even then, ſuch was his amaz - 
ing love, that he ſent his only begotten Son 
into the world, to remove the obſtacle, to 
put away fin, the bar of ſeparation, and to 
bring back the ſinner, ſaved from fin, 
cleanſed by blood, and purified by faith. 
The Father is the Father ſtill ; the child is 
the child ſtill. Father, ſays the poor re- 


turning prodigal, I am no more worthy ta 
be 
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be called thy ſon, make me as one of thy 
hired ſervants. What ſays the father to 
this requeſt? He will tell you as ſoon as 
he can. But firſt he muſt embrace him in 
his arms, he muſt fall upon his neck and 
kiſs him; after that will he diſown him 
for a ſon? Oh, no. My ſon— this my 
ſon, who has waſted his ſubſtance in 
riotous living. — No, no, no. Not a frown 
upon his brow, nor an upbraiding word 
fell from his lips. —Rejoice with me, for 
this my ſon was loſt and is found; was 
dead, and is alive again. As there is no 
condemnation to them who are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh but 
after the Spirit; ſo there is no ſeparation ; 
according to that challenge which St. Paul 
gives—Who ſhall ſeparate from the love of 
God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord? 


The ſheep of Chriſt ſhall never periſh, 
becauſe he who believeth hath everlaſt- 
ing life. Now, if there be any broken 
links in the chain; if there be any inter- 


ruption, any determinate end or period ; it 
cannot 


( 62.) 
cannot be everlaſting. The life given to 
the firſt Adam was conditional, and liable to 
be loſt; but the life, which is received by 
believipg in the ſecond Adam, is uncon- 
ditional and never can be loſt. Becauſe I 
live, ſays our Lord to his diſciples, ye ſhall 
live alſo. Our life is hid with Chriſt in 
God, therefore whoſoever liveth and believ- 
eth in him ſhall never die; on him the 
ſecond death hath no power. 


| Notwithſtanding this doctrine, of the 
final perſeverance of the ſaints, ſtands upon 
ſuch a firm foundation ; nevertheleſs, many 
objections have been raiſed againſt it; 
which, though they cannot ſhake the foun- 
dation itſelf, may diſtreſs and perplex the 
minds of thoſe who are weak in the faith; 
for their ſakes therefore, for the truth's 
fake, and for the honour of Chriſt, I would 
anſwer thoſe objections which ſeem, in any 
meaſure, to deſerve attention : which are as 
follows— 


Iſt. It is ſaid, That the exhortations to 
watch 


(..63 ) : 
watchfulneſs and diligence, likewiſe the 
warnings and cautions which are given to 
| believers, evidently imply the poſſibility of 
"ſuch, failing in ſome eſſential parts of their 
duty, or falling from the grace received; 
otherwiſe, what need would there be of 
ſuch exhortations or warnings? ] 


I anſwer, that exhortations and warn- 
ings muſt each have their reſpective end 
and uſe ; becauſe in the Scriptures there is 
nothing written in vain. Exhortations are 
certainly uſeful, to direq us in thoſe things 
which are lawful and right; and they ſhew 
us, what is the will of God concerning us; 
and what is that converſation which be- 
comes the Goſpel, and all thoſe who pro- 
feſs godlineſs ; i. e. who profeſs to believe 
in Jeſus, as God manifeſt in the fleſh, 
which is indeed the very myſtery of god- 
linefs. As exhortations ſhew what is 
pleaſing; ſo warnings ſhew us what is diſ- 
pleaſing to God, and contrary to his holy 
and heavenly mind and will; ſo then we 
conſider theſe as means of inſtruction or 


3 mediums 


(6% ) 

- mediums of information, N ow, becauſe. 
we are directed to uſe certain means, does 
it therefore follow that it is a matter of 
doubt or uncertainty whether the end will 

be obtained or not? Far from ita on the 

_ contrary, he who appointed the means, 

18 will ſee that the end ſhall be anſwered. 

8 He who has laid down theſe rules and di- 
rections in his word, will, by the ſanctify- 
ing influence of his bleſſed Spirit, give a 

38 _ correſponding and ſuitable diſpoſition; a 

1 „ holy deſire to know and do his will; and a 

bf ſincere concern to live in all holy obedience 

and conformity to it. As ſure as God has 
44S left theſe exhortations and warnings in his 
bo. word, for the uſe and benefit of his church 
and children, fo ſure he will graciouſly in- 
cline and diſpoſe their minds to a cloſe and 
diligent attention to them; and ſo ſure he 
will reprove, correct, and chaſtiſe them, for 
forwardneſs, remiſſneſs, and inattention. 

The backſlider ſhall be filled with his own 

ways, the truant ſhall ſmart under the rod 

of chaſtiſement. The Lord ſays, I will 


viſit their tranſgreſſions with a rod, and 
their 
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( 65 ) 


their iniquity with ſtripes ; nevertbetels my 
lovingkindneſs will I not utterly. take from 
him. If the Lord had given theſe exhor- 
*tations and warnings, and afterwards had 
left it to us whether we would have ob- 
ſerved them or not, then this objection 
would, in my opinion, have been unanſwer- 
able; but as we are kept by the power of 
God, and are led and taught by the Spirit 
of God ; therefore it is, and muſt be, the 
work of God that the ſubjects of his grace 
be effectually diſpoſed to obſerve. and do 
his will, as revealed in his moſt holy word, 
which ſhews that they are as really foreor- 
dained 70 good works and to walk in them 
as they are ordained to eternal life. I would 
obſerve moreover, that this objection does 
not materially affect the queſtion in diſpute; 
which is not, whether a ſaint may not fail 
in ſome points of duty? or whether a faint 
may not fall ſo as to commit ſome groſs 
and notorious ſin ? This is admitted. The 
queſtion is, Whether he may fall finally, 
ſo as to periſh everlaſtingly ? He may fail; 
Who does not? James ſays in many things 
we offend all. He may fall, and foully too. 


F The 
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The moſt, eminent ſaints have fallen; but, 


though they fall, nevertheleſs they, ſhall. 
riſe again. 


Another en at from the infer- 
ence drawn from the word , in various 
paſſages of ſcripture, from whence ſome ; 
have inferred that our ſal vation is ultimately. 
uncertain, as being couditional, and that the, 
bleſſing depends upon our perſeverance, 
Whereas nothing can be. plainer to me, 
from all ſuch paſſages, That perſeverance i is 
not the procuring cauſe of God's free love 
and fayour, but the effect and conſequence. 
of God's everlaſting and electing love. We | 
are not pleſſed becauſe we perſevere, as, a 
reward for our perſeverance ; ; but becauſe. 
we are choſen in Chriſt Jeſus, therefore. we 
are effectvally called in time; becauſe ve, 
are ſons, therefore God ſends forth the 
Spirit of the Son into our hearts; becauſe. 
we are bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus, therefore. 
we receive all ſpiritual bleſſings freely from. 
him, and, among other gifts or graces, the 
gift or grace of perſeverance ; ſo that per- 

8 | ſeverance 


0 20þ 
ſeverance is the ſign-or proof of the true 
grace of God; by this, that which is real is 
diſtinguiſhed from that which (though well 
counterfeited) is nevertheleſs ſpurious and 
baſe, as being the work of man and not the 
work of God. All then that can fairly be 
drawn from the word zf, is this: If you 


perſevere, that will prove the truth and 


reality of grace: if, after making a profeſ- 
ſion, you ſhould afterwards fall away, that 
will prove that you never had received the 
grace of God in truth, notwithſtanding all 
the profeſſion you have made: as St. John 
argues, They went out from us becauſe 


« they were not of us; if they had been 
« of us they muſt needs have continued 


«© with us.” 


Another objection is drawn from the ex- 
ample of Judas, Francis Spira, and others, 
who they ſay had received true grace, and 
afterwards fell away and periſhed everlaſt - 
ingly... I read nothing in my bible about 
Francis Spira, and therefore his name and 
example can have no weight with me. As 
to Judas, it is certain that he was number- 

4 1 9 
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ed with the twelve apoſtles; and though it 
may be that the apoſtles themſelves thought 

him one of the very beſt men among them, 

yet it is as certain that our Lord knew him 
from the firſt to have been ordained to this 
condemnation. He knew all along who 
ſhould betray him, and John vi. 70, he 
ſays, Have not I choſen you twelve, and 
„one of you is a devil?” If men have 
ſome natural awakenings and alarms of con- 
ſcience ; if they are outwardly reformed, 
and make a profeſſion of religion, immedi- 
ately they are ſet down as believers ; and 
ſhould they afterwards fall from their pro- 
feſſion, it is vainly ſuppoſed by ſome that 
they are fallen from grace, How could 
they fall from that which they never had ? 
This appears to me to be one of the pre- 
vailing errors of the preſent day. Preaching 
up reformation as if it was regeneration z or, 
if not as regeperation, yet as a mark or ſign 
of regeneration. I muſt inſiſt upon it, that 
there may be reformation where there 4s no 
regeneration, but there can be no regene- 
ration without reformation, Whatever ſu- 
percedes the office of the Holy Ghoſt in his 
| work 


. 
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work of teſtimony, will be found a moſt 


fatal error. Such preaching does this. 


Another objection is taken from St. Paul, 
who ſays, Gal. v. 4. Chriſt is become of 
no effect unto you whoſoever of you are 
“ juſtified by the law : ye are fallen from 
„ grace.” The apoſtle's meaning in theſe 
words, I am fatisfied for myſelf, is clearly 
this. Whoſoever goes back to the law for 
juſtification after having made a profeſſion 
of being ſaved by grace, that to ſuch Chriſt 
is of no effect; for, as he ſays in another 
place, If righteouſneſs come by the law, 
e then Chriſt muſt have died in vain ;” ſo 
then they are fallen away in their judgment 
or opinion from grace to works, which are, 
and muſt be, incompatible with each other, 
for it is impoſſible they can both ſtand toge- 
ther, in point of acceptance with God, 


I ſhall make a reply to one objection 
more; an objection which, I am well con- 
vinced, is altogether falſe and groundleſs, 
That the doctrine of perſeverance has a ten- 
deney to make men careleſs and negligent ; 

F 3 lukewarm 
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luke warm and 3 in their ſpiritual 
purſuits, and in the great concerns of their 
never dying ſouls, I can ſay with confi- 
dence that this doctrine, received in power 
and in the love of i it, muſt have a contrary 
effect, and will make men carneſt, hearty, 
and zealous, abounding alway in the work 
of the Lord, knowing, that their labour is 
not in vain in the Lord; that they are not 
running at uncertainties, neither are they 
fighting as thoſe who beat the air. It is 
ſadly diſheartening to take the field with 
full expectation of being defeated and flain ; 
there is but poor encouragement to labour 
where it is probable your labour will be 
loſt; but, on the other band, the ſoldier 
who takes the feld, confident of ſucceſs, 
and he who labours, knowin 8 that be ſhall 
have a good reward, faces dangers, en- 
counters difficulties, and endures hardſhips, 
with a pleaſin g expectation of hereafter reap- 
ing the fruits of all his toil, We appeal to 
facts. Lock at the apoſtles, look at the 
martyrs, look. at the ſaints, whoſe faith i 15 
ſpoken of throughout the ſcriptures. Did 
the aſſurance of faith make them licentjous, 

lukewarm, 


C3 
lukewarm, or indifferent? Paul knew in 
whom he had believed, and he knew that 
he was able to keep that which he had com- 
mitted unto him. Did this make Paul neg- 
ligent in the uſe of means? Far from i 


Finally, my brethren, if our ſouls are 
eſtabliſhed in this preſent truth, may it be 
our great concern to diſprove the fallity of 
this change by an holy and unblameable 
life and converſation, by a ſtrict and dili- 
gent attendance on the means of grace, and 
the ordinahces of God's houſe ; by the moſt 
zealous and active exertions for the ſpread 
of the goſpel, and by a godly jealouſy and 
unremitting watchfulneſs in whatever con- 
cerns the glory of our Lord, the honour of 
his name, and the purity of his word, that 
his ways may be known upon earth, his 
ſaving health among all nations ; that the 
truth of the goſpel may be held ſacred; that 
every deviation from it may be expoſed and 
oppoſed ; that the power of godlineſs be ex- 
perienced inwardly in the ſoul, as well as 
the form be cas maintained and kept 
up before men. 

F4 Brethren, 
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_ cies, but a liberty to draw near unto God, 
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faſt in this liberty, and hold the profeſſiou 


that he can ceaſe to be, as that he can ceaſe 
to love the objects of his love. If you can 
ſuppoſe that God can change, you muſt 
ſuppoſe that he can deny himſelf, and be 
different from what he once was. Let the 


till he finds them fail, and when the light 


EN 
Brethren, we are called to liberty; not 


ſuch a liberty (as by ſome we are upbraided 
with) which gives occaſion for the fleſh, 


and to ſerve him, without fear, in righte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs. May we ſtand 


of our faith ſtedfaſt to the end. 


Will any ſay that God hath forgotten to 
be gracious, and that he will ſhut up his 
loving kindneſs in diſpleaſure ? Impoſſible ! 
that can never be; you may as well ſuppoſe 


wiſe diſputer anſwer this. Here is full ſcope 
for his reaſoning powers, let him exert them 


that is in him is turned into darkneſs, then, 
if he cries, the Lord will hear; for it is ſaid, 
6+ That if we who are evil know how to 
„give good gifts unto our children, how 


J “ much 


Ub 


% much more ſhall our heavenly Father 
&« give his holy Spirit to them who aſk 


« him.” 


As to you who are weak in faith, and of 
doubtful mind leſt after all you may one day 
periſh, I can only ſay, that ye are not your 
own property, for ye are bought with a 
price ; ye are not your own keepers, for ye 
are kept by the power of God. Your ſtand- 
ing does not depend upon yourſelves, but 
on him who hath ſaid, Ye ſhall never periſh. 


Now unto him who is able to keep you 
from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs 
before the preſence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy To the only wiſe God our Sa- 
viour be glory and majeſty, dominion and 
power, now and ever. Amen, 
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The Saint not renewed by the Dofrine 
of Repentance. 


A 
S ERM O N, 
PREACHED, ON SUNDAY, JULY 29, 1798, AT 


THE CITY CHAPEL, GRUB STREET, 


From Hes. vi. 4, 5, 6 


BY 


FOHN BRADFORD, 4B. 


Late of Wapyam COLLEGE, OxrorD, Miniſter of the 
Goſpel at the ſaid Chapel, : 


— — —_——— 


Old things are paſt away, 


Leaving the things that are behind; and reaching forth unto thoſe 8 
which are before. 


Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith? Are ye ſo fooliſh? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye pow made 
perfect by the fleſh? 


: 


p — eo > 4 I A 1 
0 — * 7 FR” - — % — — ” 1 — 
* ol n a SY - 20 . 1 ' : ” 2 
0 a > EEG. . Err : 2 5 — 2 2 7 lf 2 88 Ba A AE ER? an EE” 


r — 
- 8 a y - = * Y 2 - * = . — — — 
— 21 : n PR 1 — Ty . —_ 3 2 2 —_—_— — r 
' F r — - * - a * . We * 8 8 " _ CNS — . 
- me 1.2 E 2 AY ——— - . 3 yp þ ppc. yr <4 
2 IS Wo Ing 1 


— 


a 5 — . a 7 3 99 as 
rr TIL — * a Þ * p » x - wi | 


The Saint not renewed by the Doc- : 
trine of Repentance. 
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HEB. vi. 4, 5, 6. 


For it is impoſſible for thoſe who were once 
enlightened and have taſted of the heavenly 
gift ; and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and have taſted the good word of 
God, and the powers of the world to come; 
if they ſhall fall away, to renew them again 
to repentance ; ſeeing they crucify to them- 

ſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put bm 
to an open ſhame, N 


Turs paſſage has been much controverted. 
God, I know, hides from the wiſe and pru- 
dent what he reveals to babes; therefore, as 
it is the inſpiration of the Almighty which 
giveth underſtanding, and as I can ſpeak 
with the fulleſt evidence and conviction in 
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my own ſoul, I would ſay with Elihu, I 

alſo will ſhew you my opinion. I have been 

charged with affecting ſingularity, but the 

charge I deny. Nevertheteſs'I am deter- 

mined, as the Lord ſhall enable me, to call 

no man maſter upon earth, in this reſpect, 

nor teach for dectrines the commandments 
of men ; but with firmneſs, conſtancy, and 
conſiſtency, yet with meekneſs and godly 
fear, to contend earneſtly for the truth, as 
far, but no further, than that truth has 
been manifeſted to my own ſoul; and the 
teſtimony of my own conſcience agrees with 
the teſtimony of God's word. 


It is not, I know, the eloquent orator, 
nor the wiſe diſputer, nor the nice critic, 
who is the moſt lively and experimental 
chriſtian, but he who lieth loweſt at the 
footſtool of the croſs, cleaveth cloſeſt to the 
Lord, and-waiteth moſt for divine teaching, ' 
and the ſpecial influence of grace. Neither 
becauſe.a man may underſtand the learned 
languages, does it follow for that reaſon that 
he can ſpeak the pure language of Canaan ; 
that is the immediate work of God the 


Holy Ghoſt. Nevertheleſs it can hardly be 
denied 
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dehied but human learning may be a profit. 
able handmaid when ſanctified, and may be 
made ſubſervient to many valuable purpoſes, 
to explain terms and phraſes, antient cuſ- 
toms and manners, to ſweep away the duſt: 
of tradition, and to correct the tranſlatien; 
for none, but a ſuperſtitious bigot, will deny 
but our tranſlation is incorrect in many 
places. The obſcurity of the paſſage, now 
under conſideration, ariſes in a great degree 
from the miſtranſlation of the words; 


Before I attempt to ſhew. you my own 
opinion I think it proper to ſhew you, as 
briefly as I can, the opinion of others. 


It was the opinion, which prevailed in the 
two or three firſt centuries, that ſins com- 
mitted after baptiſm, and after receiving the 
Lord's ſupper, were unpardonable. Though 
this does not deſerve an anſwer, neverthe- 
leſs I apprehend. that the tranſlation, as it 
naw. ſtands, was intended to favour this 
opinion. It 1s no uncommon thing for men, 
under the influence of prejudice, to make 
the Scriptures bend to favour their precon- 
ceived | 
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( 30 9) 
ceived notions or opinions, for they are apt 
to conclude-that the Scriptures muſt mean - 
juſt what they would have them; and if 
they do not correſpond exactly, then words 
muſt be ſupplied, redundancies muſt be cut 
off corrections (ſo called) at all events, 
right or wrong, muſt be made, till the paſ- 
ſage at laſt is forced to admit of a conftruc- 
tion foreign to its true deſign and meaning. 
That this has been the caſe with the mer 
of my text I have no doubt. 


The Arminians conſider this. paſſage as 
effectually overthrowing the final perſeve- 
rance of the ſaints, and as furniſhing them 


with a full and decided proof that thoſe who 


are really the ſaints of God may neverthe- 
leſs fall away ſo as never to be reſtored, 


In anſwer to theſe, ſome have contended 


that we have not here the character of a 


real faint, but of an hypocrite; and it is 
contended that Saul and Balaam went as 
far. 


It is admitted that gifts are not grace. 
Covet 


(8) 

Covet earneſtly, ſays: St. Paul, the beſt 
gifts, and yet I ſhew you a more excellent 
way. This more excellent way is charity 
or love: without which, whatever we may 
Ao or ſuffer; whatever we may know as to 
the letter; or however we may -preach, 
with conſiſtency of doctrines, with free- 
dom of ſpeech, with energy of expreſſion, 
nay with ſucceſs; nevertheleſs all is no- 
thing ; we are but as ſounding braſs or as 
tinkling cymbals. The ſacrifices of God 
are a broken ſpirit ; and where that is want- 
ing, no ſacrifice of ours can ever be ac- 
cepted. 


It is admitted that common illuminations 
may be communicated unto men. By com- 
mon illuminations I underſtand extraordi- 
nary gifts of knowledge and judgment, 
penetration or diſcernment, into the Scrip- 
tures and the plan of life and ſalvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt ; which gifts, nevertheleſs, 
may only be natural, or common to men, as 
men, without any ſpiritual application of 
truth to the heart, without any ſaving 
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change; without any real love to the truth: 


this love can only ariſe from an appropriat- 
ing view of Chriſt, according as I feel my- 
ſelf intereſted in the bleſſings of his falvation, 
It is only by beholding the glory of God, 


ſhining in the face of Jeſus, that we are 


changed at the firſt; and the more we ſee 
of that glory the more we ſhall be changed 


into the ſame image, from glory to glory. 


The more we ſee of the mind of Chriſt to- 


wards us, the more we ſhall deſire to have 


the mind of Chriſt in us. Natural men 
way be poſſeſſed of very extraordinary gifts. 
As all our mental faculties and powers are 


of God; ſo upon particular occaſions, and 
in particular perſons, theſe may be ſtren gth- 


ened or increaſed in an extraordinary man- 
ner, and to an aſtoniſhing degree. This 
was the caſe of Saul and Balaam. 


Samuel told Saul that the Spirit of 4 


Lord ſhould come upon him, and that he 


ſhould be turned or changed into another 
man, i. e. he ſhould han another kind 
of man, different from what he then was; 


( 83) 
not only as'it reſpected his gifts and quali- | 
fications for the kingly office, but that he. 
ſhould alſo have the gift of propheey, which 
muſt needs include a literal knowledge of 
the plan of life and ſal vation by Jeſus Chriſt. 
According to this promiſe, God gave him 
another heart; it is not ſaid that he gave 
him a new heart, or that he was made a 
new man, Balaam likewiſe fell into a 
trance, and having his eyes opened, he tells 
us that he faw vifions of the Almighty. 
Thoſe who get their knowledge iu dreams, 
both as it reſpects the doctrines of grace and 
future events; who pretend to have ſeen 
Chriſt in an open viſion or with their bo- 
dily ſight ; who boaſt of their extraordinary 
gifts and grace above all others; and who, 
nevertheleſs, love the wages of unrighte- 
ouſneſs and put a ſtumbling block in the 
way of God's children, ſeem to be follow- 
ing hard in the way of this falſe prophet 
Balaam ; and when at laſt they come to 
plead their great talents, their eminent and 
diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs and ſervices, may have 
this anſwer from the Lord, Depart, ye are 
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workers of iniquity, i. e. ye have been ſet-. 


ting up. yourſefves, not me; Ye have been 
conſulting your own intereſt, your own 
honour, not the glory of God and the good 
of ſouls, whom you have been ſmiting with 


an envenomed tongue, becauſe they would 


not ſacrifice unto your net and burn incenſe 
to your drag, and acknowledge your infal- 
libility. Jehu drove on furiouſly, withheld 
not the ſword from blood, gave no quarter 
to the worſhippers of Baal, and obeyed, in 
his way, the command of God ;. but from 
one queſtion he gives us clearly to ſee from 
what principle he had ated. Who is on 
my fide? However it may overthrow the 
opinion of Arminians, to ſay that this may 
be the character of an hypocrite; neverthe- 


leſs, according to the true meaning of the 


paſſage (1 am fully ſatisfied for myſelf), we 
have the true character of a real ſaint, 


I muſt take notice of another opinion, 
which reſpects the meaning of the word 
here tranſlated, falling away, which means, 
according to ſome, an open and avowed 


apoſtaſy. 


e 

apoſtaſy, This I deny; for though the 
verb Taparimrw occurs no where elſe in the 
New Teſtament that I know of, yet the 
noun Taperroua, Which is derived from it, 
occurs frequently in the New Teſtament, _ 
particularly in the Lord's prayer; but no 
where does it mean wilful or final apoſtaſy, 
but rather ſins of infirmity, and our daily 
treſpaſſes *. I am therefore far from uuder- 
ſtanding the word mapareoora; to mean 
apoſtatizing, as I truſt will more clearly 
appear from what may be further ſaid. 


Having thus far given the opinion of 
others, I come now to ſhew my own opi- 
nion. 1 therefore propole, 


Firſt, to conſider the context, 


*The word ragarruua, in its various caſes, occurs 
in theſe different places, to which the reader for ſatisfac- 
tion may refer, that he may ſee whether it can mean 
final apoſtaſy. Matt, vi. 14, 15. Matt, xviii. 25. 
Mark ii: 25, 26. Rom. jv. 25. v. 15, 16, 17, 18, 20. 


ki. 11, 12. 2 Cor. v. 19. Gal. vi. 1. nn 


Col. ii, 13. James v. 16, 
G3 Secondly, 


1 


„„ (86) 
SgSecondly, to give a loft and literal tranſ- 
lat ĩon * my; tent. 0 0 


| Thirdly, to explain and confirm the doe- 
trine contained in my text. 


1. Jam to conſider the context. Ii 
doing this I ſhall go back as far as the 5th 
chapter, 11th verſe, where the apoſtle, go- 
ing to ſpeak of the order of Melchiſedec, 
breaks off abruptly, and makes, as it were, 
a ſudden turn, by way of digreſſion, re- 
proving the Hebrew converts for their 
careleſſneſs and ſlothfulneſs in the purſuit 
of ſpiritual and divine knowledge; the fame 


as if I was to reprove you. I am ſure there 


is cauſe enough for ſuch reproof in myſelf 
as well as you, ſo great is our lukewarm- 
neſs, negligence, and indifference, in thoſe 
eſſential tiuths, thoſe heavenly myſteries, 
which angels defire to look into, yet about 
which W's is not one of us but is too un» 


corcerned, not feeling their importance, 
nor eſtimating their value, as being above 


all price, At the beginning of the 6th 
| | chapter 


5 


e eee 
PEAR he exerts them and wall too, 


that, leaving the firſt principles of the doo- 
trine of Chriſt, they go on to perfection, 


which is taught no where but in the goſ- 
pel; that indeed reveals to us all the per- 
fections of Jeloovah, that ſets forth the be- 
lieving ſoul as perfect in Chriſt, which per-, 
fection extends to the conſcience, even in 
this preſent life; for, not withſtanding all 


our conſciouſneſs of fin, nevertheleſs through 


faith we have the teſtimony of, God in our 
conſciences, that in Jeſus we ate without 
ſin, without ſpot, or waokle, or any ſuch 
thing. \ 1222 cb eee 
The apoſtle here mentions the firſt prin- 
ciples of the doctrine of Chrift. The firſt 
is repentance from dead works; this he 
mentions firſt, becauſe this, he ſays, is lay- 
ing the foundation ;. the foundation being 
once laid, however it may be examined, and 


proved, and tried, again and again, never», 


theleſs the buſineſs afterwards muſt be to 
raiſe the ſuperſtructure. The doctrine of 
repentance belonged to John's diſpenſation, 

"Os for 


( 88 ) 
for that was as the voice of one crying in 
the wilderneſs, ** Prepare ye the way of 
„ the Lord.” Repentance does not conſiſt, 
as ſome may ſuppoſe, in acts of penance 
and mortification (fo called), nor in ſorrow 
for ſome particular fins, but it confiſts in a 
change of mind, in turning from elf, or 
from any ſuppoſed worth or goodneſs in 
ourſelves, or in any thing we have ever 
done, or ever can do, of ourſelves. True 
repentance 1s the gift of God, the operation 
of the Spirit, whoſe firſt work is to convince 
of fin, from whence ariſes an heartfelt ſenſe 
of its evil, the danger of our ſtate, and the de- 
pravity of our nature, If a man be under ſen- 
tenceof death bylaw, thoughthe execution of 
that ſentence be delayed, nevertheleſs he can 
perform no act nor deed that can ſtand good 


in law. As he is dead, ſo his works muſt 


be dead alſo. Where the foundation is not 


laid in conviction, and in repentance from 


dead works, as the fruit of that conviction, 
1 there can be no eſtabliſhment in grace, nor 
any real life of God experienced in the 
foul, | 

Faith 


( 39 ) 


Faith in God is ſpoken of as another of 
theſe firſt principles. The being and exiſt- 
ence of God is a point we ſhould infiſt upon, 
if called to preach among thoſe who had 
never heard the name of Chriſt, It is one 
thing to believe that there is a God; it is 
another thing to believe that God was in 
Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf, 
not imputing our treſpaſſes to us, The 
| heathens of old profeſſed to believe in the 
being and exiſtence of God, but they did 
not glorify him as God, Many profeſſed 
chriſtians have no more faith than the de- 
vils; theſe believe that there is a God: ſo 
far ſo good, but this does not amount to 
ſaving faith in Jeſus. Devils believe, and 
are devils ſtill. 


Another of the firſt principles ſpoken of 
is the doctrine of baptiſms—obſerve' bap- 
tiſms in the plural number, for there were 
divers waſhings under the law, as well as 
that particular ordinance which belonged to 
the ſhort lived diſpenſation adminiſtered by 
John the Baptiſt. All theſe baptiſms were 

only 


| 490” J 
only outward and viſible ſigns of an inward | 
- mid ſpitiraal grace, and proved the neceſhty 

of the inward purification of the heart, and 

the ſprinkling of the conſcience with the 
blood of Jeſus, which alone can cleanſe 
from fin, by the effeCtual operation of the 

Holy Spirit, for the waſhing of regenera- 

non is the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt; 

and the- waſhing of water is by the word. 

As the dectrine of baptiſms prehgured 
mward-purifieation, fo laying on of hands 
is ſpoken of as another firſt principle, ſet- 
ting forth, as an outward ſign, the union 
bet wixt Chriſt and his church, and between 
believers one with another. The reſurrection 
from the dead and eternal judgment are alſo 
rudiments, firſt principles, or, if I may be 
allowed the expreſſion, the A B C of re- 

Hgion. But are we always to be babes, al- 

ways learning our ABC? No, ſays. the 

apoſtle, Let us go on to perfection. Nay, 
ſays he, this will we do if the Lord permit. 


We now come to the words of my text, 
8 of 


( 91 
of which I propoſe to #0 and faiths 
ful tranſlation, with that reverence which 
is due to God's moſt holy word, and with 
godly fear, as conſidering myſelf in the 
preſence of an ONE and all-ſce- 
ing God. | 


But firſt I ſhall make one remark- on the 
tranſlation as it now ſtands, which runs 
thus: „It is impoſfi ible for thoſe who were 
* once enlightened, and have taſted the 
© heavenly gift, and were made partakers 
« of the Holy Ghoſt, and have tafted the 
« good word of God, and the powers of 
the world to come, if they (hall fall 
« away to renew them again to repent- 
© ance,” J only aſk to What antecedent 
the pronoun hem refers ? Does it refer to 
thoſe who were once enlightened, &c. &c. 
I do not fee that it can poffibly refer to any 
others; then the meaning muſt be this. 
It is impoſſible for thoſe who were once 
enlightened, &. &c. if they ſhould fall 
away to renew them; in this caſe it muſt 
mean themſelves, It may be impoſſible for 

them 
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them to renew themſelves, or for any other 
to renew them, yet we are told that what 
is impoſſible with man is poſſible with God. 
Is is not ſaid, that it is impoſſible for ſuch 
to be renewed, but only that it is impoſlible 


for ſuch to renew themſelves. 


I come now to give you a literal tranſla- 
tion of the paſſage as cloſe as I poſſibly can. 
AduverTov tyap, for it is impoſſible, gan ava- 


pentance, TY; amaZ QwTid evra, thoſe ONCE en- 
ligbtened, yveurapurss T5 T1; Swpeas Th; erupanv, 
and thoſe who have taſted of the heavenly 
gift, Xa PETOYEG yerngevrag, eue YE, 
and thoſe made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
au xakoy yeuraperes Oteu prac, and thoſe who 
have taſted the good word of God, Juvapers re 
e au,, and the powers of the world 
to come, xa; Taperiroras, andtranſgrefiing, 
It is not if they ſhould tranſgreſs, or fall 
away, but tranſgreling, as they do every 
day, and every hour, more or leſs. There 
is no in the original, nor, in my opinion, 

1a 


+ 
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* 
W is there the ſhadow of a pretence for intro- 
| ducing it into the tranſlation. 


The doctrine contained in my text, ac- 
cording to the tranſlation I have now given, 
appears to me clearly to be this. That it' 
is impoſſible to renew the ſaints of God, 
amidſt their daily infirmities and tranſgreſ- 
ſions, or to revive and reſtore their ſouls, by 
the doctrine of repentance, and by bringing 
them back again to the old diſpenſation ; 
for this can only be done by ſtill pointing 
them to Jeſus, to that full remiſſion, and 
to that abſolute perfection, they have in him. 
This is the only way by which our ſpiritual 
ſtrength can be renewed, and our hearts' 
eſtabliſhed in grace, amidſt the difficulties 
and diſcouragements we meet with in our 
way ; the various perplexities of life; the 
frials and temptations which are common, 
to all the ſaints, and from which none are 
free. Under a deep and abiding ſenſe of our 
own miſery and wretchedneſs by nature, 
the depravity of our hearts, and the heinouſ- 
neſs of our tranſgreſſions, what is there that 

can 


A 

ean poſſibly do a ſenſible ſinner any good 
but only the name of Jeſus? A name above 
every name, which when rightly under- 
ſtood, and favingly experienced in its vir- 
tue, power, and efficacy, frees from guilt, 
reſtrains from evil, conſtrains to good, and 
effectually diſpoſes the mind to ſerve, ho- 
nor, love, and fear God. 


* by 
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Will any object that the apoſtle is here 
ſpeaking of the grace of repentance, and 
not the dhclrins of repentance? I obſerve, 
that the apoſtle is here ſpeaking of thoſe 
doctrines which he calls firſt principles. 
He is ſhew ing the inſufficiency of theſe to 
ſoul eſtabliſhment, and exhorting them to 
leave theſe and preſs forward to an higher 
form in the ſchool of Chriſt. This doc- 
trine of repentance he mentions as the firſt, 
and this, he ſays, is laying the foundation ;* 
but he is perſuaded better things of them, 
even things that accompany a knowledge of 
ſalvation; and this is a defire for, and a thirſt 
after divine and ſpiritual knowledge, that 
they might go on to perfection, growing in 

grace, 


(997 | 
4  AFrace, and in the n. of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


Will any ſtill inſiſt upon it that men may 
be enlightened, may taſte of the heavenly 
gift, be made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt; 
taſte the good word of God and the powers 
of the world to come, and yet be hypocrites, 
nothing more than Balaam or Saul? Where 
can we find a faint if we cannot find one 
here? Enlightened—Yes, ſay ſome, with 
nothing more than common illuminations. 
That is ſooner ſaid than proved. Have F 
not as good a right to ſay, Enlightened with: 


the light of the living! Neither Balaam nor 
Saul were ever faid to be enlightened, That 


men may be poſſeſſed of great natural abi- 

lities, a ready wit, ſtrong memory, fluent 

ſpeech, and may preach or propheſy ſeem- 

ingly with great infight into the dark and 
myſterious paſſages of ſcripture; nay, that 

their miniſtry may be attended, with ſuc- | 

ceſs, and yet they never themſelves enligbt- g 
ened, is admitted. Tafted of the heavenly gift, 

Some will dare to pervert theſe words in 


order 


g6 ) = 
order to Emde = purpoſe, by ſubſtituting” 
en for the, and ſo making it nothing more 
than an heavenly, which, ſay they, means 
no more than a ſpiritual gift. But in the 
original the article which increaſes the em- 
phaſis is repeated twice. THE dwpeas, THE 
_ eTvpars. The gift, the heavenly — What 
| can this be but the gift of God which came 
down from heaven? The unſpeakable 
gift, the gift of gifts. Made partakers of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Obſerve, it is not ſaid, merely 
that they received a ſpiritual gift, or influ- 
ence, or aſſiſtance, but that they were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghoſt himſelf; fo 
that their bodies muſt be the temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and the Spirit of God muſt 
. dwell in them; on which account they 
are ſaid to be not in the fleſh but in the 
ſpirit, if ſo be the Spirit of God dwell in 
them. If partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, then 
partakers of a divine nature, and an habita- 
ti for God by his Spirit; ſo that we can 
now fay, Who ſhall ſeparate ? ſince the 
participation and the union is ſuch, that if 
© the Spirit dwells in us, Chriſt dwells in us, 
and 


1 
and the Father dwells in us, and to this 
4 ( very end that we may de made perfect in 
1 one. Ted the good word of God, and the 
, powers of the world to come. Here we have 
, the ſpecial operation of God the Holy 
Ghoſt, in its ſaving and ſanctifying influ- 

ence upon the ſoul. The word is received 

with power; hence we are ſaid to be born 

not of ' corruptible ' ſeed, but incorruptible, 
even the word of God, the ſeed of divine, 


ſpiritual, and eternal life, by which the ſoul 


is quickened through the immediate agency 
and operation of the Holy Ghoſt ; and as 
the word liveth and abideth for ever ; ſo he 
who receives that word, 1n power, in the 
love of it, and its quickening influence, ſhall 
live and abide for ever alſo. In being de- 
livered from the power of darkneſs, and 


Son, and in paſſing from death unto life; 
thereby the powers of the world to come 
are taſted, known, and experienced. That 
ſpiritual reſurrection of the ſoul, from a 
death of fin unto a life of righteouſneſs, 


tranſlated into the kingdom of God's dear 


which takes place upon believing in Jeſus, . 
| H is 
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is an earneſt, pledge, and aſſurance of that 


reſurrection which ſhall hereafter take place 


at the laſt day; for if the Spirit of him that 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead dwell in you, 


he that raiſed vp Chriſt from the dead fhall 
alſo quicken- your mortat bodies, by his 
Spirit that dwelleth in you. St. Paul ſays, 
Eph. i. 19, The exceeding greatnefs of his 


power, towards us who believe, is according 
to the working of his mighty power which 


he wrought in Chriſt Jefus, when he raiſe 
him from the dead. 


I might add, that no hypocrite ever had 


the grace of repentance, therefore with 


what propriety can the apoſtle. talk of re- 
newing ſuch or bringing them back from 
what they never had ? 


I ſhalt now return to the doctrine con- 
tained in my text, which J underſtand to 


be this ; That it is impoſſible to renew the 


ſaints of God, amidſt their daily infirmities 
and tranſgreſſions, and to revive and reſtore 
their ſouls, by the doctrine of repentance, or 


by 


( 99 ) 


by bringing them back again and again to 
receive correction from the law, 


I might aſk, To what end would. you 
charge the law upon the ſaint of God? 
Is it to convince him of fin? By the law 
we read is the knowledge of fin, and there- 
in we ſee the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin, 
but he who is truly enlightened, and is made 
a partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, muſt have 
been clearly convinced of fin. Would you 
charge the law upon him in order that he 
might hate ſin? Law terrors ; nay, the 
torments of hell, will never make the fin- 
ner hate fin, but they will make him hate 
God, and curſe him too. I am well ſatis- 
fied for myſelf, that, however by the law we 
may have the knowledge of fin, nevertheleſs 
we ſee more of the evil and the accurſed 
nature of fin in the ſufferings of Jeſus, in 
the cries and groans of his agonizing ſoul, 
than in the thunders of Sinai and in all the 
curſes of a broken law. 


In order to confirm the dotrine contained 
H 2 in 


(! 26" *-/} 

in my text, let us ſuppoſe the queſtion ta 
be aſked, How would you preach, that the 
backſlider may be reclaimed ? I anſwer 
Preach the goſpel Do as you are bid.— 
The Lord ſays preach the goſpel, and I will 
be with you, —There the bleſſing is pro- 
miſed.—There, as the Lord ſhall enable us, 
we may plead the promiſe; there in the 
Lord's good time we may expect a fulfil- 
ment of the promiſe ; for his word of life 
and peace ſhall not return void, but accom» 
pliſh the thing whereto it is ſent, a 


Is it aſked, How are we to preach in or- 
der to reclaim backfliders? I anſwer by 
another queſtion, How was the bleſſing re- 
ceived at firſt? Was it not by the hearing 
of faith, by the word of life ſent home with 
power to the ſoul? As then we received 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord at firſt ; ſo let us walk 
in him; and that preaching which is bleſſed 
to our own- ſouls may be expected to be 
bleſt to others. If you delight in curſing, 
What can be expected but out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth will ſpeak ? 


(' 201-3 


On the other hand, if you delight in bleſs 
ing, and if the law of kindneſs be in the 
heart; What can be expected but that the 
words of truth and of lovingkindneſs will 
drop from your lips? Was I to preach to 
a congregation of backſliders, or converſe 
with ſuch, it ſeems to me not only moſt. 


E conſonant with the goſpel, but moſt con- 
|. ſiſtent with the promiſe of the Lord's pre- 
fe ſence and bleſſing, to ſpeak of Jeſus and 
— unchanging love. I would remind them 


of their paſt experience, of the way the Lord 
has brought them, of thoſe never to be for- 
gotten ſeaſons when the candle of the Lord 
ſhone round about them, when they walked 
in the light of his countenance and in the 
joys of his ſalvation, Though I certainly 
ſhould enforce theneceſſityof repentance, by 
ſhewing, that though ſin, conſidered as fin, 
is the ſame by whomloever it is committed, 
yet it looks more hateful in one who bas 
made a profeſſion of faith in Jeſus than in 
any other; not only as it gives occaſion to 
the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme, but 
zs being ſo oppolite to the new and holy 
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nature of which every believing ſoul muſt 
neceſſarily partake; yet in order to reſtore, 
revive, and renew the broken ſpirit and the 
contrite heart, I would ſay with St. John, 
If any man fin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, wha. 
3s not only a propitiation for our fins, but 
whoever lives, toplead what he has done, ag 
our all prevailing advocate, and to make in- 
terceſſion for us, as our merciful and com- 
paſſionate High Prieft.—lI would fay, in the 
name of the Lord, Return, ye backſliding 
children, for J am married unto you; there- 
fore, return, take with you words and turn 
unto the Lord, and ſay unto him, Take 
away all our iniquity, and receiye us graci- 
ouſly; fo will we render the calves of our 
lips (i. e. the ſacrifice of praiſe). And what 
ſays the Lord? Iwillheal your backſlidings, 
I will love you freely, and receive you 
graciouſly, It is thus with cords of love, 
as it were with the dands of a man, the 
Lord not only draws, but effectually binds 
the believer to himſelf, wins his heart, and 
wears him as a jewel in his crown. 


As 


( 193 ) 

As the parable is left for our inſtruction, 
we may inſtance a prodigal and diſobedient 
child, who has left his father's houſe, waſted 
his ſubſtance in riotous living, and is reduced 
to beggary and wretchedneſs. If 1 fee this 
prodigal in diſtreſs, and could with him to 
return, what ſhall I ſay to him? Shall I 
tell him of his father's high. diſpleaſure; 
ſtern inflexibility, and unrelenting ſeverity? 
or. ſhall I tell him of parental fondneſs, 
tender ſympathy, and kind - compaſſion? 
Which is the moſt hikely way to renew, 
revive, and reſtore his ſoul ? In like man- 
ner, if a wife abſconds from her huſband, 
and he wiſhes her to return, Will he ſend au 
angry meſſage full of the bittereſt invectives, 
and upbraiding her for ingratitude? Sucha 
meſſage will drive, not draw. If he really 
withes her to return, would he not fend a 
kind and affectionate invitation, promiſing 
a kind reception, and aſſuring her of un- 
abating love? This is the goſpel, and this 
alone will win the ſoul to God. 


But what can be ſaid more than what the 
8 apoſtle, 
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- apoſtle; in my text, has ſaid ? His words, 
in my judgment, clearly amount to thig— 


That if a ſoul is once juſtified by faith in 
Jeſus, afterwards to bring back that ſoul to 


the law, or its authority, either to com- 


mand or to condemn, This is to crucify the 
Son of God afreſh, and to put him to an 


open ſhame. It is to crucify him afreſh, 
| for it implies that he has not finiſhed his 


work, which mult really be the caſe, if he 
is not the end of the law, if he has not ac- 
tually fulfilled all its precepts and ſatisfied 
all its demands. Nay, fays the apoſtle, It 
is putting him to an open ſhame; as it muſt 
imply ſome defect in the goſpel, if it be 
not ſufficient to direct as well as to influ- 


ence. The goſpel is ſo effentially and in- 


trinſically glorious, that it is impoſſible it 


ſhould receive the leaſt luſtre from any 


creature, or that-it ſhould ſtand in need of 
any external aid. It is like the ſun, which 


gives a luſtre, but receives none; and 
though creatures may be employed in its 


ſervice, yet that is their honour and happi- 
neſs; though we cannot do without God, 
yet 
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mercy,” and not ſacrifee. What is the 
goſpel but the brighteſt and fulleſt diſpax 
of all the perfectious of Jehova, in all their 
divine harmony and the bright effulgence of 
his grace? Would we know the will of 
God, it is revealed in the goſpel of our ſal- 
vation; we ſhall find in the ſayings of Jeſus 
a perfect rule of life, and in the ſoriptural 
exhortations given ts the ſaints, we ſhall 
find not only what is lawful and right, but 
we ſhall find ſuch obligations to/obedietice, 
ariſing from faith and love, which can be- 
long only to the goſpel of the grace of 


I have only now to ſay, that with ſim- 
plicity and godly. fincerity, I have en- 
deavoured to explain the words of my text, 
and confirm the doctrine which, I am ſatis- 
fied for myſelf, is contained therein. Still 
I confeſs that I have been, as it were, but 
juſt ypon the ſurface, I know but in part, 
yet would bleſs God for the little I do 
know; the treaſure I am ſure is in an 
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